
World Geography Course Syllabus
NAME OF INSTRUCTOR: 
Matt Buddington
CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Phone number: 720-554-2524





Email: mbuddington@cherrycreekschools.org






Office Hours: (Periods 3, 5, and 8)





Office: 87A
COURSE PREREQUISITES: 

There are no prerequisites for World Geography.

COURSE INFORMATION: 

World Geography is a semester long introductory elective open to juniors and seniors. During the semester students will learn geography skills. In addition, they will explore the physical and cultural characteristics of the individual regions of the world. 
TEXTS, READINGS, VIDEOS:

Boehm, Richard G. World Geography and Cultures. New York: McGraw-Hill Glencoe. 2008.
Handouts and videos will supplement text readings

TEACHING METHODS: A wide variety of teaching methods will be used in this class. These methods may include, but are not limited to, lectures, videos, group activities, guided readings, simulations, projects (both group and individual), expository writing, class discussions, computer/text research, and exams. This class will also work to establish key cognitive strategies. These strategies are patterns of intellectual behaviors that lead to the development of capabilities necessary for college-level work and include: intellectual openness, inquisitiveness, analysis, reasoning, argumentation, proof, interpretation, precision and accuracy, and problem solving.
GENERAL PHILOSOPHY: The basic philosophy of this class is to get students to realize how the world is organized physically and how different cultures have adapted to their physical environments. In order to make this a successful class for everyone involved, including students, teachers, and parents/guardians, there must be an open line of communication. Issues are easier to solve if they are dealt with early. Please feel free to come to me with any concerns that may arise throughout the semester. 
ACADEMIC BEHAVIORS: This class will work to promote skills that will serve students at the post-secondary level. These skills include time management skills, work and socializing, preparing for and taking examinations, utilizing resources, note-taking, and communicating with teachers and counselors.

ATTENDANCE: Attendance is extremely important for success in the class. Students have two days to make up work for each day they were absent. After two days, work can be submitted for up to half credit until the test for that unit. After the unit test, no credit can be earned. *For major essays and projects grades will be lowered 10% for each day the assignment is late.

TARDIES: Tardies will be handled through the deans’ office. After six tardies a deans referral will be submitted. 

GRADING PROCEDURES: Grades will be based on an accumulation of points but I will try to keep the points fairly closely aligned with the following breakdown:

Assignments-    
 35%

Tests/Quizzes-   
 35%

Homework-
 10%

Final Exam-
 20%

RETESTING POLICY: There are NO retesting opportunities and tests and quizzes do count for a big portion of the grade. Therefore, it is extremely important that students keep a scheduler and plan to study several hours for each exam. We will have tests about once every month. 

HELP AVAILABILITY: I am available to help students before school, after school, and periods 3 (9:00-10:00), 5 (11:00-12:00) & 8 (2:00-2:50). Parents and students can contact me with questions or concerns at the contact information at the beginning of the sheet. 

CLASSROOM RULES AND PROCEDURES:

1. Be polite to both your classmates and Mr. Buddington.

2. No inappropriate language (profanity).

3. Portable music devices, cell phones, game systems are to be turned off and out of sight the entire class period. If I see any of these out they will be confiscated and turned over to the dean.

4. Come prepared everyday with your notebook with paper, textbook, and a pen/pencil.

5. Be in your assigned seat, bell to bell, unless assigned to group work. 

PARENT SIGNATURE: I have read the course policies and understand the expectations for my son/daughter- ______________________ .

.

